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The two Swiss Federal Institutes of Technology, 
both created in the 19th century, often appear in the 
international top 10 of the best engineering schools 
in the world. The Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de 
Lausanne (EPFL) and the Eidgenössische Technische 
Hochschule Zurich (ETHZ) both offer exceptional 
educational opportunities to young and ambitious 
students wishing to pursue a top class education 
in technical sciences. A large number of alumni are 
successful in finding high level careers and many 
companies compete each year for the services of some 
of the world’s best engineers. 

Similar in many aspects, these two elite 
schools group together nearly 30 000 former 
students and PhDs specialised in a few dozen 
fields and produce only 1500 graduates each 
year. Each campus includes more than 130 
nationalities, making the two schools the 
most internationally represented institutions 
in the world. A first rate education is offered 
to students which allows them to pursue 
a number of different orientations such 
as research, development, consulting and 
management.

Far from being just a simple ski 
tournament, the EPF Challenge brings 
together more than 400 students from 
both schools for a sporting, amicable and 
memorable weekend since 25 years. The 
participants are selected during various 
events organized within the two schools, 
based on their sporting acumen as well 
as their social and interactive skills. 50 
students from ETH Zurich and 50 from EPF 
Lausanne are then invited to a designated 
ski resort where they battle intensely 
during 4 days. Supported by more than 
300 ex-participants, alumni, professors 
and sponsors, the Challengers compete 
in slalom and boarder-cross and also take 
part in many fun challenges in the hope of 
winning a maximum number of points for 
their school. At the end of the weekend, the 
famous EPF Challenge trophy is awarded 
to the institution which gains the most 
points.

WELCOME TO CHALLENGE WORLD
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Patrick 
Aebischer and 

Ralph Eichler at 
Challenge 20th 
anniversary in 

2011.

Lino Guzella
ETHZ President

Riet R. Campell
Swiss Snow Sports 
Association (SSSA) 
Director

Patrick Aebischer
EPFL President
"It is with great pleasure that I support the EPF Challenge reuniting the 
student communities of EPFL and ETH yearly around a skiing competition 
out of the ordinary. It is wonderful to see our students reassembled for the 
25th time around this convivial and federative event."

Dominique Gisin
Downhill olympic champion 
at Sotchi in 2014

Former Challengers and former 
Challenge comitee such as Matt Fasola 

(on the left) who was committee in 
1999.

Challenge EPFL-ETHZ is supported by:

Other patronage requests are in progress.

Fritz Schiesser
ETH-Rat President
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year, for the 25th consecutive year, the epic EPF Challenge will again 
take place. Indeed,  Challenge has been the only event to unite the two 
prestigious sister schools of EPFL and ETHZ in a unique ski tournament.

This very special edition gives us the opportunity to celebrate another 
Challenge full of fine team-work, bonding, co-operation and cheerful 
exchanges. We hope to strengthen the links between these two great 
schools even further around Challenge and emphasize once more the 
magic of this event.

We therefore invite you to join us in our adventure and help us give the very 
best, for the 25th time, to the students of EPFL and ETHZ for Challenge 
2016.

We hope to see you by our side on the road towards Challenge and we 
thank you warmly for the interest you have shown.

Julien Leprince,

President - Challenge 2016

A sustainable Challenge

This year, Challenge is aiming at a brand new direction. A direction towards a greener Challenge, 
more respectful of the environment. A Challenge cherishing the mountains and nature hosting it. A 
Sustainable Challenge.

Indeed it is not unlikely that events as consequent as Challenge possess a strong ecological footprint.

For this reason, the organization committee has decided to dedicate itself to limit this footprint and 
sensibilize each participant to live a greener weekend with, for example:

Recycling 
With our eco-collect spots 

specially installed on the slopes 
as well as in the village, we hope 
reducing as much as we can the 
quantity of non-recycled waste 
and thus minimize the end of 
life impact of each product.

Dishes & reusable 
containers

By using reusable dishes 
and containers, we wish 
to reduce our waste even 

more and highlight the 
ecological impact of 

single-use elements to our 
participants.

LED Lights
By privileging LED lights, 

we reach 90% direct energy 
savings with lights that last 

up to 20 years.
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Challenge does not only promote the image of its 
partners for the 4 days of the event but does  so 
throughout the year.

We organize a selection party on the EPFL campus 
with more than 500 participants, a selection party in 
Zurich with more than 300 participants, a sporting 
selection with more than 150 participants and we 
are on hand manning bars and organizing multiple 
and diverse activities throughout the year on the 
campuses of both schools. Our partners therefore 
have a chance to promote their products, brands 
and corporate identities on a long term basis within 
both institutes.

We consider every sponsoring contract as unique 
and work to build a strong relationship of trust with 
our partners. We look for opportunities to integrate 
brand or product into each and every event during 
the weekend. Wherever possible we try to go further 
than simply including a logo to our banner. 

Being a Challenge partner implies that you will be 
fully involved in the planning and presentation of the 
image you wish to project and promote. Our partners 
have often been present at the event and if they so 
wish are thus able to present their products and 
brands themselves directly to the participants

Since its creation 25 years ago, the Challenge of the Polytechnic schools of Lausanne and Zurich (EPFL and 
ETHZ) has had the honour of being supported by great companies. This event being the only one to unite 
both schools, Challenge EPFL - ETHZ should be of interest to many recruiters searching for new talent. We 
would also like to highlight the fact that many companies may wish to promote their products, brands and 
corporate image at this event. Our target audience is composed of students, mainly from the French and 
German speaking part of Switzerland but in addition we reach out to a great number of international alumni 
from both schools. Moreover, each year we invite several professors and internationally renowned athletes 
and engineers.

Be a Challenge Partner, a relationship which goes beyond mere brand promotion

World record 
attempt during 
Challenge 2014: 

create the longest 
human chain while 

skiing.

ETH Alumni and
its Photobooth 

at Challenge 
2013 in Vercorin 

Prof. Dr. Pierre 
Vandergheynst 

and some 
Challengers in 

2015.
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We have more and more participants every year, but who 
are they?

100 Challengers 

50 Students from the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 
(EPFL)
50 Students from the Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule 
Zürich (ETHZ)
Selected during the Soirée de Sélection (EPFL), the Anmeldefest 
(ETHZ) and a sports weekend in Zinal.

300 Alumni 

Previous participants of earlier versions of Challenge, 
now ETH/EPFL alumni or finishing their studies.

100 Staffs 

We provide around 100 student volunteers, primarily from 
both schools, throughout the week of the event to ensure the 
smooth running of the event and its organization.

20 Invitees 

Each year about two dozen representatives of our 
sponsors and prestigious guests join us to benefit from 
first-hand contact with our students.

16 OK (Organisationskomitee) 

The planning and organization of the event is undertaken by a 
committee of 16, composed of 13 EPFL students and 3 ETHZ 
students
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The EPF Challenge takes place over 4 days in a Swiss ski resort. The programme 
is full and dense and the participants get the chance to take part in numerous 
activities.

Battle

Snowsports
On the first day the participants are welcomed by their 
respective schools and after an animated bus drive, join 
each other in the heart of the ski resort. The location 
of the resort is kept secret until the very last moment. 
On their arrival, a giant jousting contest takes place on 
a sports field in the welcoming village allowing the 100 
Challengers to encounter and confront each other for 
the first time.

Many sports contests take place over three days where the 
participants can win points for their school. 
Ski-Cross, Boarder-Cross, Slalom and more unusual races 
such as an Airboard™ descent or various individual challenges 
are put in place.

PoolParty Alumni Networking Event

HotPoint

On the first evening all the participants gather around a 
swimming pool or thermal baths. A free bar is in place 
to provide drinks throughout the evening. 
A series of DJs take turns on the decks and a special 
light show allows us to create a night club ambiance 
around the pools.

We offer the opportunity for alumni students as well as 
students currently at the end of their cursus to meet company 
representatives during a networking event. This event takes place 
on the second day, right after coming back from the slopes. This 
will give you the opportunity to talk, meet and get to know the 
(future) graduate students a bit better. 
This event – a short drink during a slightly less animated time 
compared to the rest of Challenge – allows the sponsoring 
companies a calm moment to discuss with the students any 
potential career perspectives. It is also a place for alumni, 
guests and professors to exchange advice.

For the duration of the event a dedicated space within the 
ski resort is reserved for the EPF Challenge. After a week of 
thorough preparation, a "Hotpoint" is set up. This meeting 
point is where participants can gather. 
Bars (without alcoholic drinks), information booths, DJs and 
musical animations as well as laid-back areas are available. 
We work together with the ski resort hosting the event to build 
a special snow structure (often shaped like an amphitheatre) 
that is visible from afar and enables participants to spot 
where the action takes place easily.

TH

TH

                    FR               SA               SU

                    FR 

                    FR               SA               SU
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Costume Party
A themed costume party takes place during Friday night. 
Each category of participants (Challengers, Alumni, Guest, 
OK, Staff, etc..) is assigned a particular and specific 
theme. The Challengers then compete to decide who has 
the best costume. Indeed, every costume is assigned to 
two participants from both schools. A jury – composed of 
representatives from the event Main Sponsor – decide the 
number of points going to each school.

                    FR      

After-Ski
On Saturday, after another day competing on the slopes, a 
large open-air jacuzzi is installed for the participants. Mulled 
wine and various drinks are then offered and served directly to 
the contestants present in the hot-tub.

Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony
Saturday night is dedicated to a gala party to bring the event to a 
close in a majestic fashion. Every contestant dresses up in order 
to celebrate one last time together. A gala dinner is served to 
everyone for the occasion. The party follows with its fair share of 
glitter, original cocktails, and carefully thought-out decoration. 
The Closing Ceremony of the EPF Challenge takes place during 
the party.  Speeches from the organising committee, guests and 
presidents from both schools then follow. Challengers receive 
awards and the winning school is finally revealed and rewarded.

                    FR               SA  

                                        SA  

Race for 
the former 

Challengers 
at Lenk im 

Simmental in 
2014
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Event budget

Challenge EPFL-ETHZ is a non-profit 
association composed of volunteers. The 
budget needed for the entire event and 
the “selection” parties in both schools 
represents around 230'000 CHF.  The 
association depends on donations from 
both public and private financing alone for 
its revenue. 

The event generates no profit and the 
organizing committee compensates for every 
deficit, if any, by organising side events. The 
committee members also participate in all 
sorts of local events throughout the year and 
donate the money earned to the association.
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Soirées de sélection / Anmeldefest

Challenge attracts more and more students every year. We thus have to limit the number of contestants. 
(50 contestants per school, genders evenly balanced). We therefore organize a selection party in 
each school during the year preceding the event. The first selection party takes place at l’Ecole 
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) and the second one is organised at Eidgenössische 
Technische Hochschule Zürich (ETHZ). More than 500 students attend each party in order to be 
selected and participate in the very popular Challenge. Flyers and posters help promoting each party 
on both campuses to raise awareness. Screens throughout the campus provide a constant promotion 
during the two weeks preceding the selection party.

Forum Challenge Race

The Forum-Challenge Race is a yearly tradition. It brings together the fun atmosphere surrounding 
Challenge and the professional world. The contestants must go through an obstacle race and try to 
finish first in order to win numerous awards among which is the selection ticket for the EPF Challenge.

We offer the possibility during these parties and events to promote your brand/company 
with banners, logos, posters, flyers and promotional films.

Website
The Challenge website (challenge16.ch) is the principal information platform for any person wishing 
to participate in the event or simply for information about the organization. It also contains official 
pictures and videos that are viewed more than a thousand time every year.

We offer the possibility to diffuse your brand on our website via your logo, a publicity banner 
or even a pop-up video.

Forum 
Challenge 
Race 2014 

at EPFL

Soirée de 
sélection for 

Challenge 
2014 at EPFL

Anmeldefest 
for Challenge 

2015 
in Zürich
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Clothing
At the beginning of the event, we distribute t-shirts 
to all our participants (Challengers, Alumni, 
Staff and guests). Much more than simple 
clothing, these t-shirts represent a real souvenir 
of the manifestation and students wear them 
throughout the year. It is not uncommon to see 
ex-participants recognize one another by the lake 
side during summer barbecues. Moreover, the 
organization committee possess a wide choice 
of personalized clothing. Pullovers, T-shirts, 
Ski-suits, throughout the year the committee is 
dressed as Challenge.

Goodie Bags
Each participant (Challenger, Alumni, 
guests and staff members) receives 
a bag containing the event schedule, 
a T-shirt as well as multiple goodies 
upon arrival.

We offer the possibility of being part of the 
Challenge heritage forever by printing your logo 
onto the participants t-shirts and/or organization 
committee clothing.

We offer the opportunity to promote your brand/company by including your flyers or goodies.

HotPoint
Throughout the event, a hotpoint is installed 
at the heart of the ski slopes. This central 
gathering point gives the participants the 
opportunity to get information about scores 
and upcoming races, get food and drinks, 
enjoy a great time on a special dancefloor 
or just chill and relax on armchairs and 
couches especially designed for the 
occasion.

We provide you with the opportunity to display your banner on the hotpoint (which will be 
visible to all skiers within the ski resort), to set up a booth to promote your brand, or display 
any type of POS material at this exceptional spot right in the middle of the ski slopes.

Challenge 
2013 

HotPoint at 
Vercorin

Challenge 15 
Committee 

dressed from 
head to toe !

Branded Events
Several races, sport contests and other gatherings 
are organized throughout the four days of the 
EPF Challenge.

We offer you the possibility to associate your company name with one of those events. In this 
way, a certain race would become the “[your company] race” or an aperitif the “[your company] 
aperitif”. 
We also provide you with the opportunity to add your name to challenges specially designed 
for you, for instance the “[your company] game” on the sunday morning.
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PoolParty / Costume Party / Gala

Aftermovie / Promotion / Commemoration

Every night at Challenge is animated with a very 
distinct type of party.

Every year, a video of the event, shot and edited 
by professionals, is released. It is then used as 
advertisement for the following years events. 
Previous videos have generated more than 4000 
views in the 48 hours following the event.
As this year celebrates the 25th anniversary 
of the Challenge, we also intend to produce a 
special video featuring images and video clips 
dating back to the very first edition of the event. 
This video will then be sent to all the participants 
of the last twenty-five editions.

We offer the opportunity to promote your brand/company at one or multiple 
nights with banners, goodies, or promotional films projected during the evening.

We therefore also provide you with the 
opportunity to include your logo or a short 
promotional clip in one or both videos.

Challenge 
2015 Slalom 

filmed by 
UnrealWorld 

Prod.

Ski Week-End at Zinal
The ski weekend is co-organized with ESN-Xchange 
and the ERASMUS students. The students are 
provided with the opportunity to be a potential 
Challenge candidate. The best among them 
are selected through intense and diverse ski/
snowboard competitions.

We offer the opportunity to promote your brand/company on the slopes, inside the lodge and on 
the external walls.
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Challenge 
2014 

Costume 
Party  at Lenk 
im Simmental

Prof. Dr. Pierre 
Vandergheynst 

and some 
Challengers in 

2015

Biotronik 
Stand at the 

HotPoint 
during 

Challenge 
2015

Few 
Challenge 

pictures on 
the slopes 
throughout 
the years
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We thank you for your interest in our event. The help and 
support from sponsors and partners provide an essential 

contribution to the organization of the Challenge. 

We are therefore looking forward to having you by our side 
soon to build this unique event gathering together the two 

Swiss Federal Institutes of Technology once again.

The Challenge is an AGEPoly and a VSETH commission. 
These associations respectively represent all the students 

of the EPFL and the ETHZ.

Website:
 challenge16.ch

Page layout by Paul-Antoine SPIES

Picture credits:
Lucas Güniat Photography

https://www.facebook.com/guniatphotography
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Benjamin D'Incau
+41 (0) 78 740 60 54

Janina Zimmermann
+41 (0) 76 435 62 60

Paul-Antoine Spies
+33 (0) 60 769 16 93

S P O N S O R I N G  C O N TA C T

c/o AGEPOLY
CP 16 - EPFL
1015 Lausanne

c/o VSETH 
Universitätsstrasse 6 
CH-8092 Zürich

C H A L L E N G E  E P F L - E T H Z

sponsoring@challenge16.ch


